And what is your law specialty?

Golf law. What Else!!

by Casey Jones
here was a time when building a Artomey Dalton B. Floyd, Jr., with an eight
course and getting into the golf handicap and 38 years of legal experience. can read
business was like making macaroni.  a brief and a green. He navigates the board room, the

You’d just clear the table, add water, and  court room and the golf course with equal ease.

when the grass reached the right consistency, “Dalton Floyd has helped me through a lot of
you’d sit down and start gobbling up the profits.  goif deals.” said Schaal, whose firm operates and has

Now. golf course developmentand equity in three local golf courses, and manages
operations have evolved (some three more. “*He’s one of the recognized

may say digressed) into
an era of strict zoning
and environmental
regulations;
complicated B
licensing, bonding,
financing  and
permitting
procedures; million

authorities on the legal aspects

and the acquisition aspects of
golf.”

Floyd said his transition

from a golfing lawyer to a

dollar land
transactions and
seemingly limitless

litigation; complex contractual
agreements and employment issues; and
increasingly intense competition.

It used to be pretty simple,” said former
PGA president Gary Schaal of TSC Golf, Inc., a
Myrtle Beach-based golf course development
and management firm. “Now, golf is a big, big
business with all kinds of environmental issues.
liability issues, economic issues. It’s never
ending.”

But you can still break par, with the right
advice. The legal eagles at The Floyd Law Firm
in Surfside Beach specialize in keeping golf
courses in the black, and out of the rough.

Dalton B. Floyd, jr.
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golf lawyer began in the mid-1980s. when he was
hired to represent the Carolinas section of the
Professional Golfers Association.

He was well-qualified, with a love of the game,
and extensive experience in real estate law, finance
and litigation. "My background fit really well,” he
said.

His association with the PGA led to contacts in
the industry, whichled to offers to conduct seminars,
which led to more contacts, and an increasing number
of golf clients. The firm has represented
development companies. public golf courses.
country clubs, tournament organizations. golf
assoclations and golf professionals. It
drafts by-laws, articles. restrictive
covenants, shareholder agreements.
operating agreements. lease
proposals. lease options. and
purchase and sales
contracts. [tassists with
golf course
acquisitions, sales,
and financing;
conducts risk
management  analvsis:
negotiates and prepares
contracts; and helps clients establish
the proper business entity to own and/
or operate a golf facility.

Floyd also formed Golf Rx Associates.
Inc., working with out of state clients in
conjunction with their local attorneys. He conducts
seminars for the PGA, the Golf Course

Superintendents Association of America, and other
groups, and writes about legal issues for assorted
trades publications, on topics from errant ball and
alcohol lhability to employment discrimination
prevention and the advantages of forming limited
liability companies.

There is a foursome of attorneys at The Floyd
Law Firm, but when it comes to golf law, Floyd tees
it up, and the rest caddy.

1 used to be heavily involved in litigation, but

I"ve phased out of that to put more emphasis on
golf Jaw-related matters,” Floyd said. “It’s a
good situation when your work involves
something you really enjoy.”

And when he conducts seminars,
there has been time to squeeze ina
few holes in exotic locations.
“I've played some nice golf
courses.” Floyd said.

Golf is his
profession, and his
passion. He even

lives along a golf
course, just a slice away
from a tee. He's replaced a
few panes of glass and watched
from his balcony as players rewrite
the ground rules when screened by
the trees

Floyd has helped write a few rules of
his own. He has served four years on the South
Carolina Higher Education Commission, and was
named the group's chairman last July. He has helped
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found three financial institutions. inciuding the new
Georgetown County-based SunBank. and served on the
boards of directors of two private golf clubs.

“His knowledge has a lot of depth and breadth.”
Schaal said. “"He goes back probably 15 years working on
golf issues. He's knowledgeable about the game and the
business.”

“Like any industry.” Flovd said. “golf has developed
special issues. Someone who works with those issues day
in and day out should be able to save you time and moncy and prevent you from getting into
trouble.”

Schaal agreed. “'If vou 're getting ready to buy. build or operate a course, you 're better off
with an attorney who has experience in that field.”

Floyd has not only found a niche, but he found the right location for it.

With more than 101 golf courses and counting. the Grand Strand has grown from a
summer beach resort where tourists played an occasional round. o a three-season golf
destination where the only sand some visitors see is in a trap.

“This is an ideal place,” Floyd said. noting that while the firm still practices general and
rcal estate law, its golf law business continues to grow along with the industry.

“People keep saying there are too many golf courses here. but they keep building them.
and they keep doing well,” Floyd said.

There is green. And then there is green!
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